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In the Ancient Olympic Games, athletes, their fathér‘s.arid coaches pledged in
front of the statue of Zeus that they would compete with honour. Coubertin
followed the practice with the strong belief that athletes should have the dignity
to compete in a pure and fair manner, and not for prize.mon ey or fame.
At the 1912 Stockholm Games, Jim Thorpe was deprived off his gold medal for
o 20 . having received payment in the pa;t for playing on a university baseball team. =

mﬁﬁ”ihcident offered an incentive to realize the athlete’s oaﬁ proposed by .
J Coubertin for long.
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When Ted Meredith, a U.S. gold medallist and record holder in the men’s 800 m
at the 1912 Stockholm Games, was eliminated in the semi-finals of the men’s 400
m, he congratulated the winning athlete of the group with a handshake.
Genzaburo Noguchi, a member of the Japanese athletic team, later wrote in his
book how deeply he was impressed by the noble gesture of Ted Meredith.
“Although he could not win the race physically or technically, he showed that he
was the world’s great athlete in spirit.”
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Meredith winning a victory in the men’s 800 m at the 1912 Stockholm Games (centre)
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Long (left) and Owens (right) smiling at each other after the race. At a later date, Long was awarded

the Pierre de Coubertin Medal for exemplifying sportsmanship.
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The moment when Canadian Sara Renner, after breaking her ski pole, was handed a new one by Bjgrnar
Hakensmoen, the head coach of the Norwegian cross-country skiing team.
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The 1936 Berlin Games were held under the Nazi regime advocating racial
discrimination. During the men’s long jump, Jesse Owens from the U.S. had
only one chance left after two fouls. However, thanks to the advice from his
German rival Luz Long on his run up position, Owen was able to win the
victory.

At a time when racial discrimination against Black people was prevalent,

sportspersonship manifested by Luz Long, a potential winner from the host
country of Germany, was highly acclaimed.
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During the women'’s ski cross country race at the 2006 Turin Winter Olympics, Sara
Renner’s stock snapped. Seeing the incident, Bjernar Hakensmoen, Norwegian
team’s head coach gave a new stock from outside of the course.

The result was Canadian team’s silver medal, while Norwegian team ended up

fourth. Hdkensmoen said later “that was a spontaneous act for me. Everybody
should have done so.”
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> Athletes disseminating messages through online interaction or social media
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Athletes, obliged to stay home during the COVID-19 pandemic, have
been working hard with the pure desire to win despite the limitations in

The JOC Athletes Commission has launched the
#SportsAssistYou program, an initiative for the
entire sports community to cooperate with
society. Athletes send cheers to society beyond
the walls of the events they specialize in.

Now is the time when we work for strengthening
human connections through the excitement of
sports.



